OFFICIAL

POLICE
{fw ’} SCOTLAND
‘}fl".{ Keeping people safe

POILEAS ALBA

Community Council Report

This report covers progress we have made in dealing with your priorities for the
Kincardine and Mearns Community Council area for the period July 2024.

The report aims to highlight emerging issues in your area, provide crime prevention
advice and guidance to Community Council members and the residents you
represent. Our focus is to reduce crime and disorder, help create safer communities
and respond effectively to local concerns.

In this report | will focus on Policing Station ‘areas’ as historically these stations
would covers the following areas.

Portlethen and surrounding areas including Drumoak and Durris. | will specify this as
Portlethen.

Stonehaven Police Station — Stonehaven, Newtonhill and surrounding areas. | will
specify this as Stonehaven.

Laurencekirk Police Station — Laurencekirk and surrounding areas including
Fettercairn, Edzell woods, Auchenblae and Garvock. | will specify this as
Laurencekirk.

The A92 towns (Catterline — St Cyrus) along the coastal Road are covered between
Stonehaven and Laurencekirk but | will specify them as Coastal Road.

Community Policing Priorities

Antisocial behaviour, Violence and Disorder:

Area Youth Disorder Anti-Social
Portlethen 4 3
Stonehaven 4 9
Laurencekirk 1 4
Coastal Road 1 3

Acquisitive Crime: D — Detected Ul-Under Investigation

Area Thefts | Shopliftings | Theft of motor | Housebreakings/Attempts
vehicle

Portlethen 2UlI 5UI 0 0

Stonehaven | 1D,1Ul | 1UI 2D,1Ul 0

Laurencekirk | 0 0 0 0

Coastal 0 1UI 1UI 0

Road
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Road Safety & road crime:

Area Careless Driving | Drink/Drug Dangerous
Driving

Portlethen 1D 0 1D,1UlI

Stonehaven 2D 2D,1UlI 0

Laurencekirk 0 1UI 1D

Coastal Road 1UI 0 1D

Community Engagement & Reassurance:

Following the last report we have run various ASB patrols and delighted to see a
reduction in calls as is evident if you follow the numbers.

| will make use of this space to pass on some advice regarding safe cycling

Being safe on the road

Many collisions happen to cyclists because car drivers don't see them until it is too
late. This problem is worse at night and when the weather is bad. By wearing the
right clothing, drivers will be more likely to see you.

Bright and fluorescent materials should be worn in the daytime and reflective
materials at night.

Fluorescent clothing allows drivers to see you a lot easier than dark clothing.
In order to be seen at night, you will need to wear reflective clothing. This reflects the
light back at the drivers. This allows them to see you.

Reflective material is available as self-adhesive strips, stickers etc. It can easily be
attached to clothes and other items such as bags.

Wearing a helmet may help protect your head if you are involved in a collision. Make
sure this is fitted properly.

Maintaining your bike will make sure your bike is roadworthy. This will protect you on
the road.
Below are a few things you should be checking:
« Brakes - fix them so they can can be used with only a small amount of
pressure
Tyres — inflated to the correct pressure
Chain — tension checked, clean and oiled
Steering — headset correctly adjusted
Reflector(s) — clean and ensure they are on view to other road users
Lights - At night your bike must have a white front and your red back lights lit.

Your bike must also be fitted with a red rear reflector (and amber pedal reflectors, if
manufactured after 1/10/85).
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White front reflectors and spoke reflectors will also help you to be seen.

Flashing lights are allowed. It is recommended that cyclists who are riding in areas
without street lighting use a steady front lamp.

What to do if you're involved in a collision with a motor vehicle?

Advice if you are involved in a collision with a motor vehicle.

« Get off the road and get to a safe place

o Stay calm

e Seek medical attention if required

« If you are injured or you suspect that an offence has occurred, you should
report the incident to the Police

o Report this as soon as possible and within 24 hours (call 101 or attend at your
local station)

« If there is a bad injury or the road is blocked, call 999 requesting the police or
ambulance attendance

e The driver of a motor vehicle must stop and provide their name, address and
the name and address of the vehicle owner.

o They must also provide the vehicle registration number (Section 170 of the
Road Traffic Act 1988)

« If the driver does not stop, note the registration number of any vehicles
involved. Take details of any additional witnesses before contacting the
police.

Visit Cycling Scotland for Safety and Training Videos

Children and bikes

When your child is learning to ride their bike take some time to teach them road
safety skills:

e Teach your child how to check their bike is safe to use

o Make sure the bike is the right size for your child

e Make sure your child has a helmet which fits and is worn correctly (it should
not be pushed too far back on the head)
Helmets must be properly fastened and secure
Make sure your child wears high-visibility clothing.
Let your child know which roads they are allowed to cycle on
Teach your child what hazards they should be aware of
When out and about with your child look at cyclists and talk about how easy
they are to see.
Find out if cycle training for your child is available in your area by visiting the Bike
Ability Scotland website.

Many thanks,
Inspector Rhona Di Meola

Kincardine and Mearns Community Policing Team
13/08/2024
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